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M I N I ST R I E S

TADPOLES AND TRUTH
Halima was a working woman.  But she did not put 
in an ordinary forty-hour workweek at an everyday 
office.  She sweated through backbreaking labor 
in dusty fields from dawn till dusk seven days a 
week.  The pressure of working, raising children, 
and trying to maintain some kind of home life were 
heavy, especially since she found herself trapped in a 
nomadic society that offered very few conveniences 
and even fewer rights for its women.

I was very young when I first met Halima.  She was 
– well, I’m not exactly sure how old she was.  Let’s 
just say that from the looks of her gnarled fingers and 
wrinkled brow, she was “well worn.”  She was from 
a Fulani tribe in West Africa that herded its cattle 
through the “bush country” near where my dad ran 
his leprosy clinics.  

Every week I watched as Halima came down the 
long, dusty path that led to our kitchen door.  Her 
walk was tall and smooth, almost elegant.  Her hips 
swayed rhythmically back and forth as her bare feet 
kicked up a little cloud of dust along the sandy trail.  
Her neck and head were ramrod straight, and a huge 
gourd filled with milk rode steadily on top.

As Halima approached, she became even more 
fascinating.  The sun flashed off her bright fingernails, 
dyed red from many hours spent soaking in berry 
juices.  She wore large tin hoops in her ears, and she 
had a wide, toothless grin.  I always smiled “real big” 
at Halima so that she would have to smile back.  That 
way I could see if she had any new gaps where she 
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used to have teeth.  I worried about how she would 
eat if she lost any more.

When she arrived, Halima would sit on her haunches, 
chewing on bark with her few remaining teeth, while 
my mother measured the milk and sent it into the 
kitchen to be strained and boiled.  I sat watching 
from my swing that hung low from the nearby 
mango tree.  Halima would thank my mother for her 
generous payment (a few tin cans as well as a few 
round shillings), then she would head back down the 
lonely dirt path.

Over time my mother began to suspect that something 
was wrong with the milk.  It seemed thinner than 
usual.  Was Halima doctoring it – watering it down 
in order to get a few more shillings for her hard labor 
and her long walk?  One day my mother asked her.

“No! No!” Halima protested in her native tongue.  
“Halima would never do that.  It must be the cows.  
They are weak.  The sun is too strong.  The grass is 
too sparse.  There is only thin milk to sell.  It is all 
the cows have to offer!”

But the evidence proved her wrong.  A few days later, 
three tiny tadpoles were swimming in the middle of 
the straining cloth.  Just as my mother had suspected, 
Halima had been stopping at a pond on her way to our 
house for months.  There she had filled her gourd to 
the top with tepid water.  She had carefully tried to 
remove any evidence.  But that day, little eggs had 
slipped in unnoticed and hatched as she completed 
her journey to our house.

That was the last time I remember seeing Halima 
and her toothless grin.  She had cheated.  Then she 
had lied.  She had been caught.  Now she was gone.

I wondered who would buy her milk.  Who would 
watch for her down the long, winding paths of her 
life?  Who would care about her teeth?

I soon forgot about Halima.  There were plenty of 
other interesting characters who were more than 
happy to sell us milk.  But I’ll always remember the 
lesson she taught me.  No matter what the pressures 
are, or how easy or justifiable it seems, cheating 
is never worth it.  Sooner or later you get caught, 
because sooner or later there are bound to be tadpoles 
flip-flopping in someone’s straining cloth. 

[Gwen tells this story from her childhood in her book 
Sticking Up For What is Right:  Answers to the Moral 
Dilemmas Teenagers Face.  You can purchase the book 
at Amazon.com]
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Israel is our favorite place on the planet!  We cannot seem 
to stay away.  Enough people have asked us to go again 
that we have decided to schedule our 4th  “last-ever” trip 
to Israel – Ed’s 35th trip altogether! It will be from March 
21 through March 31 of 2018.  

Israel never gets old.  Every time we visit, we discover 
something new.  In the guidebook she wrote for Imagine 
Tours, Gwen describes it this way:

Israel is a land of contrasts.  Melting snow trickles 
from the mountains into the dry desert; modern 
skyscrapers tower over ancient ruins; donkeys share 
the streets with horn blowing taxicabs; the rhythm of 
ritual psalms is interrupted by a piercing call to pray 
from a minaret; the sounds of Hebrew, Arabic, English, 
French, and Russian mingle in the marketplaces. 

Israel is a land of beauty and austerity.  It is a land 
that promises peace, yet is inundated with war.  It is 
a land of the past and the present – and you will be 
experiencing both!

On this trip we will be joined by three young pastors 
from central Florida:  Timo Strawbridge, Kenny Ellis, and 
Drew Bennett. We are grateful for their excitement and 
participation.

As you can see from the above photo that Ed snapped of 
a couple on a recent trip, we will have a lot of fun as we 
explore this precious land.

We will:

• Ride camels across the same desert sands that so  
  many of the patriarchs traversed in their journeys to  
  and from the land of Canaan.

• Enjoy a hilarious (and relaxing) time floating in 
  the Dead Sea.

• Visit the oasis of En Gedi where David hid 
  from King Saul.

• Drive to the top of Mount Carmel where Elijah once  
  defeated the prophets of Baal.

• Duck inside a shepherd’s cave overlooking what once  
  was the “little town” of Bethlehem.

• Enjoy the thrill of a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee –  
  the very lake that Jesus calmed for his disciples.

• Travel the winding path that Jesus’ trudged as he  
  shouldered a heavy cross.

• And peer into an empty tomb!

Every time we visit Israel, we have friends who bombard 
us with questions of safety.  But despite the world chaos or 
religious tensions that have been concurrent with many of 
our trips, we have always felt safe.  

• We will no doubt see young men and women in  
  army fatigues with M16 rifles slung over their  
  shoulders at every corner and bus stop – but we’ve  
  seen them every time we’ve been in Israel. 

• We may witness combat helicopters flying across the  
  Valley of Armageddon – but we have snapped plenty  
  of pictures of them in the past.  

• Our backpacks will be searched as we pass through  
  the metal detectors that flank the entrance to the  
  Temple Mount – but that makes us feel very secure.

• We may even travel far enough north to see the tiny  
  Syrian village situated along the shores of an idyllic  
  lake just across the border from Israel – and, if we  
  do, we hope the little old man with the amazing  
  stories is there to greet us.  He will probably have  
  plenty of new tales to tell.

We completely trust our Israeli guide and our 
Palestinian bus driver to keep us in safe territory. As a 
matter of fact, we are planning to take at least one of our 
grandchildren with us on this trip.  We are convinced 
that one of the most important foundations in our own 
children’s spiritual lives was the fact that they each had 
the opportunity to visit Israel as a teenager.

We like to tell people that apart from going to Israel, 
reading your Bible is like watching an old black-and-
white TV. When you return, reading the Bible becomes 
a hi-definition, 3-D experience!

Yes, we love this land and we would love for you to join 
us! If you would like another brochure, please contact 
us and we will send it right away.  [Or you can access 
our website at 71-17.org.]  Nothing can ground and 
grow your faith more than a visit to the place where it 
all began!  

YES, WE ARE LEADING 
ANOTHER TRIP TO ISRAEL!



Common Ground Insights
During the Korean War, the men of the First Marine 
Division under General Chesty Puller were surrounded 
on every side by invading Chinese troops at Chanqjin 
Reservoir. Puller said to his men, “The enemy is on 
every side. They can’t escape!” Dwight Hill of the 
Navigators suggests that when you feel like the ‘enemy’ 
has you surrounded, God may have intentionally placed 
you behind enemy lines to share Christ with them.

When faced with family and friends who are disinterested 
or resistant about spiritual issues, you are behind 
enemy lines, and you need a plan. The following are 
suggestions for a helpful strategy for these situations.

PRAY THE GOD WILL WORK IN THEIR LIVES. 
Ask God to use areas of weakness to reveal their need of 
Him. For example, people who are lonely may seek to 
relieve the loneliness through busyness. Many addictive 
behaviors are simply masks to hide the pain of life. Pray 
that they would see the futility of seeking solutions apart 
from Christ, the true solution.

MAKE SURE YOUR FRIENDS KNOW YOUR 
RELATIONSHIP IS NOT CONTINGENT ON 
THEIR RESPONSE TO CHRIST. This may mean 
that you need to continue the relationship without 
bringing up spiritual topics. As you do, make it a point 
to spend time together developing the friendship. Be 
patient in earning the right to be heard.

TRY TO DO THINGS THAT BUILD MEMORIES. 
Relationships that have been shared over many years 
build memories. Later, they may appreciate your 
friendship even more and be open to the gospel.

THINK THROUGH WHY YOU ENJOY THEIR 
FRIENDSHIP. When a friend seems indifferent toward 
Christ, you may want to explore why you enjoy their 
presence. What attracts you to them? Though you may 
feel some personal rejection in your friend’s spiritual 
disinterest, focusing on the reasons for your friendship 
can motivate you to hang in there.  

BE AWARE THAT THIS IS A SPIRITUAL BATTLE. 
Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:4 that the god of this world, 
Satan, has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that 
they cannot see the light of the gospel. To counter this 
we must pray, be patient, and trust God, for only He 
can change a heart.

REMEMBER . . . Christianity is not a fort that you leave 
only to share your faith and then rush back to safety. 
We are behind enemy lines, where God has strategically 
placed us to be salt and light to an unbelieving world. 
Strive to be a good friend to those who don’t know 
Christ. If you consistently display genuine friendship 
you may find more opportunities to share your faith than 
you ever imagined. And as Churchill remarked, “Never 
give in, never, never – in nothing great or small…” and 
there is no greater mission than the Great Commission! 
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Never, Never, Never Give In
“Never give in, never give in, never, never, never – in 
nothing, great or small, large or petty – never give in 
except to convictions of honor and good sense. Never 
give in.”          

These inspiring words were delivered by Winston 
Churchill at Harrow School, October 29, 1941. They 
resonate with clarity, conviction, and challenge. Those 
same words also apply to evangelism, especially when 
dealing with family and friends who are so resistant to 
the gospel that you feel that, humanly speaking, their 
“conversion” is impossible.  

The story of Jesus’ encounter with the man in Matthew 
19:16-26 is an example of this. This man was young (lots 
of life ahead of him), rich (financially independent), a 
leader (politically and socially connected), and he was 
a moral relativist (he believed entrance to heaven was 
based on “goodness”).  When confronted with his need 
of salvation, he resisted and walked away from Christ 
to continue worshipping his real god, his wealth. The 
disciples then asked Jesus, “Who then can be saved?” 
Jesus replied, “With man this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible.”

If you have a family member or friend like this, 
remember these four principles.

 First, evangelism is a process that involves soil 
preparation, planting, nurturing…and this can take 
time. Your role in this process is not to be “successful,” 
but faithful.

Second, as with any process, patience is required. A 
bountiful harvest doesn’t take place overnight, and 
in evangelism the process may take years, if not a 
lifetime. 

Third, bathe the process in prayer. Prayer is the key 
that can turn opposition into opportunity. Write down 
the names of those who seem to be far from Christ and 
begin praying fervently for them daily.

Finally, be sure to proclaim the message of truth. This 
proclamation is two-fold: With your lifestyle, as you 
live out the reality of Christ, and with your lips, as you 
seize opportunities to share the gospel. Remember, the 
gospel is the power of God unto salvation so “never 
give in” when reaching out to those far from Christ. 
“With God all things are possible,” including the 
salvation of “the impossibles.” 

Prayer is the key that can turn opposition into opportunity. 

IS GOD FINISHED
WITH ISRAEL?

There are many Christians who believe that God is 
no longer committed to Israel.  Almost of all of the 
“mainline” denominations hold this position – in fact 
many actually denounce Israel’s right to their homeland. 
To date, the Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA), United 
Methodist Church (UMC) and several Quaker bodies 
have approved divestment actions. The United Church of 
Christ, the Episcopal Church, and the Mennonite Church 
are currently considering economic sanctions designed 
to harm Israel, and are frequently joined by Catholic 
denominations.   How can this be?  

The roots of this movement go back to the development 
of Liberation Theology in the 1960’s.  This false teaching 
promotes the idea that Jesus did not come to save us 
from our sin – rather His purpose is to deliver oppressed 
people from their oppressors. Since Israel “oppresses” the 
Palestinian people, the Jews are to be resisted and expelled 
from the “occupied territories.” They neglect the fact 
that God originally gave this land to the descendants of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  In denying the authority and 
reliability of Scripture, some Christians actually practice 
anti-Semitism and do it with great zeal.

Today, Replacement Theology (which teaches that Israel 
is no longer the recipient of God’s promises but has been 
completely replaced by the Church) is quite common 
among believers. Using this reasoning, they say that 
Christians have completely replaced Israel as God’s 
covenant people.  Biblically, the argument often begins 
with Galatians 3:29.

And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 
offspring, heirs according to promise. 

The conclusion is that the Church has taken the place of 
Israel - but is this the case?  Consider these 4 facts:

1. Israel and the Church have different origins.   
The promises to Abraham’s descendants begin in Genesis 
12 with the Abrahamic Covenant.  

And I will make you a great nation, 
And I will bless you, 
And make your name great;  
 And so you shall be a blessing; Genesis 12:2

2. Israel and the Church have different Foundations.                                                                       
Jesus Christ Himself is the living foundation of the 
Church.   1 Corinthians 3:11 says: 

For no man can lay a foundation other than the 
one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

Jesus had not yet been born on earth at the time of Israel’s 
foundation. Actually, the Church could not be established 
until after Christ died, was buried, rose again, and ascended 
into heaven.  As Paul explained in Ephesians 2:20, Christ 
Himself is the “chief cornerstone.”  Jesus predicted that 
the Church would be built at a future time. Matthew 16:18 
says,. . . upon this rock I will build my Church and the gates 
of Hades shall not overpower it.     
 
Israel was not founded on the finished work of Christ on 
the cross but on God’s promises to her, which are still in 
force and have yet to be fulfilled. 

3. They have different purposes.
Israel was never given the Great Commission. She was 
to be the beacon of God’s faithfulness to a nation that 
worshiped Him and would consequently enjoy His 
blessings.  In doing so, other nations would see the special 
relationship that the Jews had with God, and would want 
to worship Him as well. 

The Church by contrast was given the promise and 
presence of the Holy Spirit with which to fulfill Christ’s 
great commission (Matthew 28:19-20).  

4. Israel and the Church have different futures: 
“For I do not want you, brethren, to be 
uninformed of this mystery, lest you be wise in 
your own estimation, that a partial hardening 
has happened to Israel until the fulness of the 
Gentiles has come in; and thus all Israel will be 
saved; just as it is written, “The Deliverer will 
come from Zion. He will remove ungodliness 
from Jacob.”  “And this is My covenant with 
them, when I take away their sins.”  From the 
standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your 
sake, but from the standpoint of God’s choice 
they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; for 
the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”      
Romans 11:25-29     

It is apparent that God is not finished with Israel. Paul 
explains that a partial hardening has taken place in Israel, 
allowing Gentiles to be included in the program of God’s 
redemptive work. This was prophesied in Genesis 12:3 
and reiterated in Galatians 3:8. In those two verses, God 
says that in Abraham all the nations will be blessed. Paul 
quotes Genesis 12:3 in Galatians and calls it the gospel.

God in His great and sovereign plan has worked all things 
after the counsel of His will (Eph 1:11) so that the Gentiles 
would be saved. When the time of the Gentiles is over, 
God will move upon Israel. They will accept Jesus as 
the Messiah, and they will become a great and powerful 
nation used by God.

This is why we continue to visit Israel – as followers of 
Jesus who are “grafted” in to the blessings of Abraham, 
we are always blessed to learn more about our spiritual 
heritage!  


